April 4, 2005

To:  The Curriculum Committee

From:  Mary Ellen Kazmark

Re:  THA R103B 

SUMMARY OF DISTANCE LEARNING 


Students will meet with the instructor to discuss the requirements for completion of the course including grading and textbook choices.  Dates will be established to specify requirements for textbook reading, play analysis, and project clarification.  The student will contact the teacher via email  on a minimum of a  twice weekly basis to confirm work being completed and allow t the professor to answer questions relevant to the coursework.  These contact hours will be counted as part of the student attendance in the course.  If the student does not complete the contact hours, the teacher will notify the student of  the need to drop the course or realize a grade drop.  Secondly, the student will  meet with the teacher every four weeks to review corrected work and get feedback for the on-going course work.  This evaluation will help the teacher decide if the student is making sufficient progress in the material to qualify for a final grade, as well as give the student support in a face-to-face situation.

Typical assignments for the course will include essay questions regarding the historical, social and political aspects of theatre in Western and Eastern thought.  Plays will be evaluated according to character analysis, theme delineation, and plot recognition.

Projects may involve attending local theatre and applying information from the course to the action of the play, thereby writing a critical theatre review.  Since the second semester of the course deals with theatre genres from Realism to the present, projects may also involve method  performance techniques in acting and directing that began with Constantin Stanislavsky.   Films depicting styles of acting in Realism, Symbolism, and Expressionism will be viewed via internet or by renting tapes/discs  from a local film rental location.


A final meeting will be held where the examination and projects will be returned to the student and the teacher will render an evaluation of the course progress to the student. This meeting should be in person so that both the teacher and student may communicate ideas without delays in email and allow the student to have immediate feedback.      

